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St John was among the congregation : at that moment he was ready to accept
as his king the rather stolid German who appeared thoroughly bored by the
elaborate ritual in the service ; and many of his Tory friends shared his senti-
ments. Crowds of Londoners thronged the streets. Now and then a cry of
" God damn George " was raised in a half-hearted way; but the Londoners
for the most part were in happy mood, and the day passed off without untoward
incident. Not so in such populous centres as Birmingham, Bristol, and Norwich :
there the crowds wore Stuart favours, and indulged in a certain amount of
rioting. And the University of Oxford celebrated the day by conferring an
honorary degree upon a thoroughgoing Jacobite.

The elections which were held in January 1715 on the dissolution of parlia-
ment resulted in an overwhelming victory for the Whigs. They owed their
success to " James III.: " in a manifesto issued before the elections the exiled
prince again asserted his claim to the throne, and referred to his sister Anne's
" good intentions towards us/1 The Whig party managers quickly seized upon
this reference to present to the electors their Tory opponents as " a gang of
traitors " out to bring back a professed papist to rule over the land. The
effect was, as the election results indicated, magical: even good Tories went
to the hustings to vote for Whig candidates, or lent them their support by
refraining from voting.

The Whigs were determined to take the fullest advantage of their opponents*
discomforture; and in the King's Speech to the parliament which was opened
in person by George on I7th March there occurred the ominous warning of an
intention " to trace out those measures whereon he (' James III/) placed his
hopes, and to bring the authors of them to condign punishment." The Tories
did not have to wait long to. know what interpretation the Whigs meant to
place upon those words, for Stanhope, the Secretary .of State for the Southern
Department, followed them up with the announcement that it was the govern-
ment's intention to impeach the Tory leaders ; and a " secret committee " was
appointed to examine the papers of the late ministry. St John was the first
to lose his nerve : on the night of 26/27th March he bolted for the Continent,
and thereby allowed the Whigs to use his cowardice as a proof of his guilt.
In June Robert Walpole presented the report of the " secret committee; "
and parliament ordered the arrest of a number of prominent Tories. Ormonde
followed St John's example and fled to the court of " James III.," and again
the Whigs made capital out of his behaviour. Harley, however, stood his
ground: whatever he had done in his ministerial capacity' was done with the
knowledge and approval of the sovereign. His condemnation was more an
act of Whig vengeance than proof of guilt, for the truth of the matter was tfe#t
the report contained little positive evidence of treasonable coirespo&$eitee
between the Tory leaders and " James III," Harley's conviction is act iropcxrtant